PIERS PLOWMAN,  I
remission of purgatory only in exchange for actual good deeds
done, and patient suffering of adversity.
A priest asks to see the pardon; with a hint at the ploughman's
ignorance, he says he will construe it to him. Piers unfolds the
pardon. The dreamer, standing behind them both, beholds the
bull, and it consists only of two Latin lines from the Athanasian
Creed:
They that have done good shall go into life everlasting; and
they that have done evil into everlasting fire.
CI can find no pardon', says the priest, eit is but do-well and have-
well; do-evil and have-evil.'
Then Piers, Tor pure teen', rends the pardon asunder.
Now this action of Piers has always been found the most
difficult thing to understand in the whole poem. The 'rending'
is omitted altogether in the C-text, perhaps because readers
found it difficult. Many, like M. Jusscrand, have felt that cthe
passage is absolutely unintelligible and inconsistent, to the point
of being a serious blemish'.1 Yet the context, taken as a whole,
gives us, Jusserand says, 'one of the grandest, if not the grandest
scene in the poem, the most memorable, even for us to-day, the
culminating point of the work'.2 It had seemed as if Piers, with
his pardon, was to be the solution, and it is Piers himself who
destroys the pardon which we thought was to be 'the culminat-
ing point of the work'.
Yet there is an explanation of all this, if we give its due
weight to the Latin text with which Piers accompanies his
action:
And Piers, for pure teen, pulled it asunder, And said,
Though I walk through the Valley of the Shadow of
Death, I will fear no evil, for Thou art with me'.3
As so often in Piers Plowman, we need the help of parallel passages,
to show the working of the poet's mind. We must remember
that, alike in both divisions of the A-text, in the B-additions,
and in the C-additions, the poet makes his appeal to the Psalter
with a constancy which we can hardly match elsewhere in great
1 Mod. PhiloL, vii, 321.               a Ibid., vi, 315.             8 Psalm xxiii.
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